
 Aim:
 How do I read the 

abstract and 
introduction of a 
PRJA?

 Instructions:
 In today’s class I will 

go over some theory 
and then you will hand 
in a summary of the 
introduction of a 
source using some of 
the skills you learned 
today like: inspectional 
or analytical reading, 
Harvard or Yale style 
outlining.

 Home work:
 Summarize Intro of 

1st article.

 Bring a journal 
article you found in 
the bibliography of 
your first article.

 Announcements:
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 6 General Article Summaries due first day of 
next school week.

 Summarize the Introduction to your 1st journal 
article.

 PRJA presentation draft due second day of next 
school week.
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Mr. M. Gonzalez



 I can determine the reading strategies I will use 
to read a journal article.

 I can identify and describe the Introduction 
chapter of a journal article.

 I can use the Introduction to look for new leads 
in my research project.
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 Identify where and how you like to read:

 Music or no music in the background?

 Absolute quiet?

 Comfortable chair?

 Chair doesn’t matter?

 Library? Home?

 While snacking?

 Day or night?

 Identify and practice the conditions that 
optimize your concentration
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1. Asking directed questions?

2. Answering these questions as you read?

3. Outlining with a format?

4. Summarizing?

5. Finding your comfort zone?

6. Keeping track of what you read and why?

7. Hybrid system?

8. Discussing what you read with others
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 Thirty minutes to digest three lines of a 
mathematical or technical article. 

 Pausing for regular breaks between paragraphs 
allows the brain to digest details and make 
connections.

 (Simonson & Gouveau in Lindquist, 2005).”
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 Add unknown words to left side

 Define unknown words on right

 Write inquiry questions on left

 Answer inquiry questions on right as you read, 
have group discussion, or research answers







 Periwinkles

 Microhabitat choice.

 Habitat (supra-littoral)

 Mobility

 Growth
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 What can an 
introduction 
include?

 Can you list main 
elements of an 
introduction?
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 Introduction can 
include:

1. Big picture statement

2. Scientific problem

3. Background facts

4. Main procedure, and

5. Hypothesis,

 References to other 
authors.
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 Can you identify 
these in Judge’s 
work?
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 Did you notice the 
BIG PICTURE?
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 Did you notice the 
Problems?
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1. At high shore 
area marine 
organisms 
experience the 
greatest physical 
stresses.
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1. Why are 
herbivorous 
gastropods the 
predominant 
animal at highest 
shore levels 
throughout the 
world?
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1. Herbivorous,

2. Gastropods,

3. Predominant,

4. Abundance,

5. Zonation,

6. Etc…
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 General: 

 What is the 
supralittoral 
distribution of the 
perwinkle.
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 There are more 
specific problems.

 What are they?

 Notice the lists.
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specific problems.
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 If you don’t find an 
answer to your inquiry 
question or you are 
very interested in 
pursuing your inquiry 
question as a 
problem…

How do I read the abstract and 

introduction of a PRJA?



 …you should 
look up the 
authors that are 
cited in the text. 
 Why are herbivorous 

gastropods 
predominant at highest 
shore levels?
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 By looking up the cited authors in your 
article introduction you can find more 
journal articles that will help you with 
your project.

 Remember, the limit to how much you 
read is a personal choice.
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 Reading PRJAs + reading cited works = 
determining what’s cutting edge in your field 
of interest

 Once you know this you may get new ideas 
for cutting edge research projects.
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 Remember, the 
references will 
help you find 
more sources. 
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 6 General Article Summaries due first day of 
next school week.

 Summarize the Introduction to your 1st journal 
article.

 PRJA presentation draft due second day of next 
school week.
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